
Love and gifts

1.Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

How much lies hidden in this short sentence! Enough to write several books about it-which has also 
been done. The church after Pentecost surely had both of it in great measure. Again and again we 
read about their unity and about the numerous miracles, that happened through the desciples.
When we look at the church today, this isn´t always the case. It would be good to have at least one 
of these things in great measure, even though gifts without love are not God´s intent, as Paul has 
made clear in the previous chapter. There are churches with much love and almost no gifts, 
churches with many gifts but not so much love and in the worst case churches without it all. 
Some seem to think that only because they prophesy, they can treat people any way they want to 
and others because of fear or ignorance have distanced themselves completely from the subject of 
spiritual gifts.
Paul exhorts us to pursue love, desire the gifts...We need both, if we want to be an effective witness 
for Jesus. This implies more than just dreaming, but actively seeking and following after something. 
Following becomes easier if you break it down into small, simple steps. 
Love seeks to do good to someone. I can start with small things, such as: helping someone carry a 
heavy bag, holding the door open...simply being friendly, willing to help, aware of people around 
me and their needs. We have to change (and let God change) our attitude towards people and not 
just try to suck as much out of them as we can-what can I get? But instead ask ourselves; what can I 
give? From there it is easy to take one step further and also be open to the Holy Spirit. 
Does God want to use me to be a blessing to this person,  I might come in contact with today? 
Then, for example, a comforting scripture might come up and be exactly what that person needed.
There is far too much indifference among us, too many harsh words, unfriendly faces, strife and 
jealousy. Who is going to be attracted to that? 
You may think this is too simple, unspectacular. Why is it so hard to achieve then? What could be 
more powerful than all of us, who believe in Christ walking in love, being in unity of heart, serving 
one another with the gifts he gives...
May our hearts be filled more and more with his love! By this all men will know, that we are his 
desciples.


